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cities' against Germans in Poland. The Germans
saw openly to the defence of Danzig, and treated
the Free City as a National Socialist stronghold.
On Aug, 23 Ribbentrop, in Hitler's name, signed a
non-aggression pact with the U.S.S.R. An agree-
ment with the U.S.S.R. conflicted, nominally, with
almost every important statement of policy which
Hitler had made before and after his rise to power.
There was, however, no inner conflict. Words, to
Hitler, were counters; his promises or pledges of
non-aggression would be kept as long as, and no
longer than, it suited German convenience to keep
them. For the moment, an agreement with Com-
munist Russia was necessary because the German
army command wished to avoid the risk of war on
two fronts.
Hitler made a second move. He offered an Anglo-
German understanding on condition that he had his
way in Poland. The offer was made in curious lan-
guage. Hitler told Sir Nevile Henderson that he was
*a man of great decisions. He accepted the British
Empire, and was ready to pledge himself personally
for its continued existence and to place the power
of the German Reich at its disposal',1 if his condi-
tions were fulfilled. The British reply was plain.
*The German Government will be aware that His
Majesty's Government have obligations to Poland
by which they are bound and which they intend to
honour. They could not, for any advantage offered
to Great Britain, acquiesce in a settlement which
put in jeopardy the independence of a State to
whom they have given their guarantee/2
1  British Blue Book, p. 121 (25 Aug. 1939).
2  Ibid., p. 126 (28 Aug.).